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dainty. There was doubt amongst the Japanese crew as to the
possible success of this experiment, as the crabs had been well fed
and the rigging of a ship offers difficulties to a crab inexperienced
of life on board a steamer, but in deference to my desire for
scientific knowledge the experiment was made. The coco-nut was
hung temptingly high up on the mast, the crab being present
while this was being done. It was evidently impossible for the
reptile or fish, or whatever a crab is, to embrace or fix its potent
claws into the iron mast of a steamer, so it was invited to climb
by the rigging and lower itself down again by a rope from the
cross-trees to where the coco-nut swung. The direction it was to
take was carefully pointed out to it, and a sailor went through the
performance first in order to make it quite clear in case the crab
was lacking in intelligence. Then we released it. It took the
right direction, approached the ship's rails in order, we imagined,
to reach the stays—and flopped overboard ! The experiment had
failed and we had lost our fattest crab. The ignorance and
stupidity of the animal kingdom is stupendous.
The last of the South Sea Islands under Japanese Mandate
that our steamer touched at was Korror in the Palau (Pelew)
archipelago, a group of six islands and a number of smaller
islets, lying in a lagoon of 55 miles in length and 20 wide.   A vast
coral reef encircles the lagoon.    It is by a long crooked passage
through dangerous shallows that the anchorage of Korror, the
island on which the capital is situated, is reached—a thread of
deep blue water that winds and curves amongst the coral shoals.
Everywhere are forest-clad shores and little conical islands, their
summits thickly wooded.   On the sea level the soft rock has been
worn away and many stand out of the water like giant mushrooms,
One could scarcely take one's eyes off them so likely they seemed
to topple over, upset by the wash of the passing steamer.   But
what strikes the traveller most of all is the dissimilarity in
structure, in form, in vegetation and in appearance of the islands
of this group to those already seen in the rest of the Caroline
Archipelago.   True the whole formation of the islands is due to
other causes, for which, eastward, there is nothing but coral and
basalt, the Palau group consists of volcanic rock.    It is a new
world and presents many more forms of life, both animal and
vegetable.   Its remoteness is less than that of the islands to the
east.   New Guinea, Celebes and the Philippine islands lie at no
very great distance.    Wind, tide and current have cast many
things upon its shores—storm-driven life and the seeds of many

